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° they finally came out, there were celebrations not
just in the town of Copiapo but all over Chile and,
rescue in ‘ h lle in fact, all over the world. We talked to José, a
Chilean man who lives in London.

Did you watch everything, José? ‘1

- One of the most amazing news stories of 2010
‘“ came from Chile where thirty-three men had been
Am 700 metres under the ground for 69 days, When

Yes, we did. We stayed awake all night because it was just so heartwarming. We had a big party and,
every time another man came out, we all hugged each other and cheerced. We were over the moon.
The neighbours came 1o ask us 10 be quiet but, when they saw what was happening, they joined in and
stayed with us until the morning.

Did you know any of the men?
Ne, 1 come from Santiago. Copiapa is 800 kilometres north of Santiago.

F've never been there, In fact | didn’t know exactly where it was until the

accident, | know that one of my friends from university went out with oy
a girl from Copiapo. She was studying in Santiago. He never went to & &
her hometown or met her family, though f | 4
What was your reaction when the last man came out?

We couldn't believe it. We were sure there would be an
accident. Right up to the last minute our hearts were in our
mouths. When we finally knew everything was all right, we
laughed a lot and sang Chilean songs. | cooked Cazuela
which is a traditional Chilean food made from chicken and
different vegetables. Then the phone started to ring,

Friends and family from all over the world wanted to

know if we had seen the news. No one had phoned

while it was happening because no one wanted to

miss anything.

What did you do the next day?

At first, | wanted to go back to Chife. | spent
some time on the internet looking for plane
tickets but they were really expensive so |
decided not to buy one. In the end, | realised
it was pointless and thal my life was now
here in London. | have a wife and children
here and this restaurant. Chile is in my

heart but | don't need to be there.

Have you heard about the
celebrations in Chile?

O, of course. My aunt told me all
about them. She went to the main
square in the town, the Plaza de
Armas, in the moming because she
had heard on the radio that some of
the men were safe. She didn’t leave
until the last man had come out
which was about 9 p.m. in Chile.
She said the atmosphere was
amazing.
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